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first published in peru in 1990 the shining path was immediately hailed as one of the

finest works on the insurgency that plagued that nation for over fifteen years a richly

detailed and absorbing account it covers the dramatic years between the guerrillas
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opening attack in 1980 and president fernando belaunde s reluctant decision to send in

the military to contain the growing rebellion in late 1982 covering the strategy

actions successes and setbacks of both the government and the rebels the book shows

how the tightly organized insurgency forced itself upon an unwilling society just after

the transition from an authoritarian to a democratic regime one of peru s most

distinguished journalists gustavo gorriti first covered the shining path movement for the

leading peruvian newsweekly caretas drawing on hundreds of interviews and an impressive

array of government and shining path documents he weaves his careful research into a

vivid portrait of the now jailed shining path leader abimael guzmán belaunde and his

generals and the unfolding drama of the fiercest war fought on peruvian soil since the

chilean invasion a century before

this is the first book in english to provide a truly comprehensive view of shining path

sendero luminoso a major guerilla movement in peru sendero s maoist principles first begin

in the 1960s with a small band of supporters and no attention from the outside world

but later emerged as the most radical and dogmatic expression of marxist revolution in

the hemisphere

how can shining path s growth and its mounting internal political crisis be explained

why are its perspectives so destructive to the working class in peru and worldwide

what is the alternative for workers and peasants fighting to defend their interests

against the landlords and factory owners

this book is our sixth small wars journal el centro anthology covering writings

published between 2016 and 2017 the theme of this anthology pertains to the rise of

the narcostate mafia states as a result of the collusion between criminal organizations

and political elites essentially authoritarian regime members corrupted plutocrats and
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other powerful societal elements the cover image of the mass demonstration concerning

the disappearance of the forty three ayotzinapa teachers college students held at

mexico city s zócalo plaza in november 2014 provides an archetype of this anthology s

theme this anthology includes the following special essays preface new wars and state

transformation by robert muggah igarapé institute foreword crime and state making by

vanda felbab brown the brookings institution postscript crime drugs terror and money

time for hybrids by alain bauer cnam paris and afterword the rise of the oligarchs by

col robert killebrew us army ret dave dilegge swj editor in chief

the shining path sendero luminoso guerrilla movement emerged in peru in the 1980s as the

most radical and dogmatic expression of marxist revolution in the western hemisphere led

by a former philosophy professor at the university of huamanga in ayacucho it

developed its militantly orthodox maoist principles from the mid 196os onward with a

small band of committed supporters virtually ignored by the outside world but after

more than 20 000 deaths and 20 billion in damage in over a decade of relentless

pursuit of the people s war sendero is now taken very seriously indeed this is the first

book in english to provide a truly comprehensive view of shining path to do so it brings

together fifteen scholars journalists and development workers from peru the united

states and europe who from a variety of perspectives and disciplines have studied one

facet or another of sendero the underlying rationale for this edited study is that

shining path forms such a distinct phenomenon that no single author can capture the

full scope of the movement presented together however they succeed

this study concerns the shining path of peru and its relationship with the emergent

democratic government during the presidencies of belaunde garcia and fujimori this thesis

was to collected pertinent evidence that can help the reader to understand the rise and

fall of the shining path in peru providing the proper facts that support its defeat by
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the fujimori presidency the methodology used in this work relied on a comprehensive

account of historical information of the economic political and social situation in peru

during 1980s 1990s trying to explain how the shining path evolved from a regional

organization to a highly organized insurgent group bringing peru s government to the

brink of terror and generalized fear additionally the study is based in the analyses of

fujimori s new policies dealing with terrorism and his controversial self coup of 1992

leading with the capture of shining path s leader abimael guzman fujimori s new

approaches for old problems policies successfully defeated the serious terrorist threat

that the shining path represented for the peruvian government proving that the shining

path no longer represents a security concern for the peruvian government however the

author recommends the implementation of a consistent national reconciliation plan that

will serve as a unifying mechanism to overcome the potential drivers of conflict such as

economic exclusion social injustice and repression against the vast majority of indigenous

people in peru furthermore the execution of diverse social programs that can mitigate the

drivers of conflict must be addressed accordingly by the current administration in order

to avoid the development of new reactionary movements in the years to come

beschrijving van de guerrillabeweging sendero luminoso lichtend pad in peru

winner of the 2019 cundill history prize shortlisted for the baillie gifford prize for non

fiction 2019 shortlisted for the nayef al rodhan prize for global understanding

shortlisted for deutscher prize longlisted for the 2020 orwell prize for political

writing revelatory and instructive a beautifully written and accessible book the times

for decades the west has dismissed maoism as an outdated historical and political

phenomenon since the 1980s china seems to have abandoned the utopian turmoil of mao s

revolution in favour of authoritarian capitalism but mao and his ideas remain central

to the people s republic and the legitimacy of its communist government with
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disagreements and conflicts between china and the west on the rise the need to

understand the political legacy of mao is urgent and growing the power and appeal of

maoism have extended far beyond china maoism was a crucial motor of the cold war it

shaped the course of the vietnam war and the international youth rebellions that

conflict triggered and brought to power the murderous khmer rouge in cambodia it aided

and sometimes handed victory to anti colonial resistance movements in africa it inspired

terrorism in germany and italy and wars and insurgencies in peru india and nepal some of

which are still with us today more than forty years after the death of mao in this

new history julia lovell re evaluates maoism as both a chinese and an international

force linking its evolution in china with its global legacy it is a story that takes us

from the tea plantations of north india to the sierras of the andes from paris s fifth

arrondissement to the fields of tanzania from the rice paddies of cambodia to the

terraces of brixton starting with the birth of mao s revolution in northwest china in

the 1930s and concluding with its violent afterlives in south asia and resurgence in the

people s republic today this is a landmark history of global maoism

tamara feinstein investigates the bloody shining path conflict s effect on the legal left

in late twentieth century peru illustrating the catastrophic impact state and insurgent

violence can have on the growth and resilience of democratic political actors during

times of war in this engaging historical study tamara feinstein chronicles the late

twentieth century shining path conflict and argues that it significantly contributed to

the rupture and disintegration of the noninsurgent legal left in peru by deepening

preexisting divisions and eradicating an entire generation of leaders using a combination of

oral histories archival documents contemporary media accounts and participant

observation of commemorations feinstein maps the trajectory of the peruvian left s rise

and fall by analyzing two emblematic human rights cases that occurred at the left s
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zenith and nadir the state based violence of the 1986 lima prison massacres and the

1992 shining path assassination of leftist shantytown leader maría elena moyano the

lessons found in the fate of peruvian democracy reach beyond peru to connect with

other latin american countries peru s story illustrates the difficulties of accumulating

political force during times of violence underscores how struggles for self defense can

complicate ideological stances on violence and helps explain the unevenness of the

resurgence of the left the so called pink tide in latin america in the twenty first

century the book contributes to debates on memory and human rights in peru and latin

america where divisions over how to remember the war retraced the fault lines of earlier

debates over democracy and violence

the story of how a former professor of philosophy abimael guzmán has created a

fanatical guerrilla movement that spans jungles mountains and coastal regions in a

country more than twice the size of france

the author examines the factors which influence terrorists target selection in particular

he looks at the influence of the ideologies strategies and tactics of terrorist groups

and describes how these are restricted by the terrorists resources by protective and

anti terrorist measures by the society within which the terrorists operate and by the

nature of the terrorists and their supporters he concludes that terrorists target

selection is often both explicable and logical

this is the first work exploring the colonial roots modern context trajectory and

legacy of the shining path insurgency in the region of huancavelica peru one of peru s

most impoverished and quechua speaking regions the use of terroristic violence to

implement a revolutionary and exclusivist ideology was without precedent in latin

america presaging later movements such as isis integrating interviews testimonials survey
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data and the vast primary and secondary literature on the insurgency this work

examines how huancavelican communities experienced and continue to shoulder the

consequences of an exterminatory conflict thirty years after the insurgency was largely

although not entirely defeated

the first comprehensive study of the shining path the maoist sect of indigenous people

who waged a a brutal war in peru during the 1980s and early 1990s in an attempt

to effect a communist revolution

a narrative history of the unlikely maoist rebellion that terrorized peru even after the

fall of global communism on may 17 1980 on the eve of peru s presidential election

five masked men stormed a small town in the andean heartland they set election ballots

ablaze and vanished into the night but not before planting a red hammer and sickle banner

in the town square the lone man arrested the next morning later swore allegiance to a

group called shining path the tale of how this ferocious group of guerrilla insurgents

launched a decade long reign of terror and how brave police investigators and

journalists brought it to justice may be the most compelling chapter in modern latin

american history but the full story has never been told described by a u s state

department cable as cold blooded and bestial shining path orchestrated bombings

assassinations and massacres across the cities countryside and jungles of peru in a

murderous campaign to seize power and impose a communist government at its helm was

the professor turned revolutionary abimael guzmán who launched his single minded

insurrection alongside two women his charismatic young wife augusta la torre and the

formidable elena iparraguirre who married guzmán soon after augusta s mysterious death

their fanatical devotion to an outmoded and dogmatic ideology and the military s

bloody response led to the death of nearly 70 000 peruvians orin starn and miguel la

serna s narrative history of shining path is both panoramic and intimate set against the



The Shining Path Of Peru

8 The Shining Path Of Peru

socioeconomic upheavals of peru s rocky transition from military dictatorship to elected

democracy they take readers deep into the heart of the rebellion and the lives and

country it nearly destroyed we hear the voices of the mountain villagers who organized

a fierce rural resistance and meet the irrepressible black activist maría elena moyano

and the nobel prize winning novelist mario vargas llosa who each fought to end the

bloodshed deftly written the shining path is an exquisitely detailed account of a little

remembered war that must never be forgotten

this timely reference book places the growing 20th century phenomenon of terrorism in an

historical context starting with the use of assassination in ancient greece and including

the recent bombing of the american military complex in dhahran saudi arabia this

encyclopedia covers the globe in its presentation of all aspects of terrorism history

theories of types of and responses to as well methods and techniques there is a

chronology of major terrorist events from 1945 an a to z listing of terrorist groups

and leaders a select bibliography and indexes general name and geographical

4th edition edited by rex a hudson prepared by the library of congress federal research

division research completed september 1992 describes and analyzes the history politics

sociology economics and national security systems of peru includes maps black and

white photographs bibliographies a glossary and an index
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